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ADMONITION 
Againſt Profane and Common 
SWEARING. 


X\ 7 T is out of à true Reſpect 
l have for you, and a hearty 
Concern for the Good of 
pour Soul, that I put into 

your Hands this private Ad- 
monition againſt SWEARING ; ſince the 
publick Warnings you have heard from 
the Pulpit do not ſeem to have had their 
Effet upon you. If you will think and 
conſider, you cannot but know that the 
Cuſtom of Vain-Swearing, into which 
jou are unhappily fallen, is a great Sin, 
Pant which God has denounced very 
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heavy Judgments. And how / nearly it 


concerns me, Who am your Spiritual 
Paſtor,” to warn you of your Danger, you 
Will ſee by the Command which God 
has laid upon every Paſtox of his Church, 
(Ezek. iii. 18.) When I ſay unto the 
wicked, Thau ſhal ſurely git and thou 
giveſt him not waning, nor Jprakef not 
to warn the wicked from bi 


3 the is Wicked 
way to ſave his life; the ſame wicked 
man ſball die in his iniquity, but his 
blood will I require at thy hand. 
Wherefore, I beſeech you to take 
this Admonition in good Part, and to 
liſten to it as a Warning ſent you by 
the Providence of God, to deliver 
your Soul from eternal Deſtruction. 
Do not ſpend Time in gueſſing or en- 
quiring how I came to underſtand that 
you are particularly guilty of this Sin ; 
but ſince you know it to be true, and 
the Conſequence of your going on 
without Reproof would have been your 
Ruin for ever; eſteem it a ſpecial 
Mercy and Favour from God: And 
in token of your receiving it as ſuch, 
conſider and lay to heart this plain 
N Account. ds ; ' 0 c 
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againſt Swearing. © . 
a þ hs the Smifulneſs of Vain Swear- 


| ing. 
II. Of the Folly of it. 


L Conſider the great Sinfulneſs of 
this Practice; which you may eaſily 
learn, as well from the expreſs Pre- 
cepts whereby the Scripture forbids it, 
as from the many Aggravations of the 
Guilt of this Sin above any other. 

1. Conſider how plainly the Scrip- 
ture forbids all idle and Vain-Swearing, 
of what kind ſoever, whether by Things 
in Heaven, or Things on the Earth. 

To begin with the vain Uſe of the 
Name of GOD (which is ſo often in 
the Mouths of common Swearers : ) 
Yow know what the third Command- 


ment tells you, (Exod. xx. 7.) Thon 


ſhalt not take the Name of the ** thy i 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 


bim guiltleſs that taketh his Name in 


Vain. For altho' this Commandment, 
as given to the eus, was only under- | 
ſtood to forbid Perjury.or Falſe Swear- i 


ing; yet being interpreted in a Chri- 


ſian Senſe, it is a Precept againſt all || 


vain and common Swearing, and eſpe- 
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8 A Frevate Admonition 
. cially” by the Name of God. I fhall 
put you in mind, by and by, how ex- 
prefly our Saviour forbids Chriſtians to 
Swear. by the Creatures, becauſe of the 
Relation they bear to their Creator, 
and becauſc as they are the Creatutes 
of God, to Swear by them is in effect 
to Swear by God ; and then it muſt 
be a Sin of a much higher Nature, for 
Men in their common Converſation to 
Swear directly by God himſelf. 
The Name of God is pronounced in 
Scripture, to be hol y, and glorious, 
and reverend; and it is one Part of 
the Prayer which our Saviour taught 
us, that God's Name may. be hallow- 
ed; that is, that it may be thought 
and ſpoken of by us and all other 
"Perfons with great Seriouſnaſs and 
Reverence, as a Name that is ſancti- 
fied, and ſet above common and or- 
dinary Uſe. Which ought to teach 
all Chriſtians to uſe it ſparingly and 
reverently ; not to bring it tog fami- 
iarly into any of theit Diſcourſes 
concerning the Affairs of this World, 
much leſs to mix it daily and hourly 


| {as the, common Swearers do) er 
their 
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dan Swearing. 7 
their Sports and Paſſions, their Riots 
and Exceſſes. | * 

2. The ſame thing is to be aid of 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of Mankind; 
concerning whom the Scripture de- 
clares, (Phil. ii. 9.) that God hath high» 
ly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name; that at the 
name of JESUS every knee ſhalt bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things 1mder the earth. A Declara- 
p tion that ſhould teach every Chriftian 
" | the greateſt Reyerence to that holy 
tand bleſſed Name, through which a- 
lone he can be ſaved. And yet how 
little is this remembered or regarded |} 
by many careleſs and profane Chriſti- ! 
ans, who allow themſelves in a wicked 
Habit of bringing the ſacred Names of 
JESUS and CHRIST to expreſs 
their Wonder, and confirm their Pro- 
miſes or Purpoſes, in the moſt flight |} 
and trivial Matters. LEAR 
Or if they forbear to uſe the Names 
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os 


of God, and Feſus, and Chriſt, they 1 
7 will not . to ſwear by their Ma- 
i or their Redeemer ; although theſe |Þ 
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and] the like, being only other Names 
for God and Chriſt, are as much a 
Profanation (when they are mixed by 
Men with their ordinary Diſcourſe) as 
the direct Uſe of the Names them- 
ſelves. And the Reaſon is plain, be. 
cauſe by the Names of Maker and 
Redeemer the Divine Beings are evi- 
dently expreſſed and underſtood ; and 
it is from the common and familiar 
Uſe of Matters Holy and Divine, that 
the Sin of profane Swearing ariſes, by 
. whatſoever Names the Divine Things 
ot Beings are expreſſed. 

The Reaſon why ſuch Names ought 
not be mixt with the common Con- 
cerns of the World, is, becauſe they 
are of a divine and heavenly Nature. 
We ought not to make the Names 
familiar, becauſe the Beings meant 
and expreſſed by them are infinitely 
above us, in Station, Power, and all 
other Petfections; and are therefore the 
proper Objects of our Dread and Fear, 
our Honour and Reverence. Again; 


ſuch Names ought ro be uſed ſparing- 


ly, becauſe common Uſe wears off the 
Veneration that belongs to thoſe high 
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ea Swearmg.  *» 
and glorious Beings, and by degrees 
brings the moſt ſacred Things into 
Contempt. For it is in vain to hope, 
that the' Mind will preſerve a ſerious 
- Þ Regard to the Beings, if the Tongue 
- be allowed a common and unſerious 
4 Uſe of the Names. 

z. Next to the profane Uſe of ſucks 
d Names as ſignify Beings that are Di- 
r vine, is a like profane Uſe of Words 
which ſignify Things of a Divine and 
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Holy Nature, ſuch as are proper only. 


to Religion, and the Concern of our 
Souls and another World; as our Faith, 
our Redemption, our Salvation, or im 
general any Expreſſions which are 
culiar to the Holy Scriptures. Theſe 
are weighty and ſerious Things; and 
5 | as the Things immediately concern: 


© I Religion, fo the Names and Expreſ- i 


/ Bf fions are only proper to Religious Ex- 
l erciſes and' Diſcourles. 
C no means conſiſtent with a Chriſtian 


» I Converſation to uſe them otherwiſe ö 
chan ſeriouſly, much leſs to get a Ha- 


bit of uſing them lightly, and' leaſt of 
all to frame them into 


A 5, 


And it is by 


Fifts (to which 
the Language of Holy Scripture is.“ 
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ſo frequently abuſed by profane Men) 
or, what is our preſent Cale, to frame 
them into Oaths and Curſes. And yet 
how common is it with many Chriſti- 
ans, in their ordinary Diſcourſe, to 
deſire this or that. to — done for the 
Love of God, or the Sake of God, or of 
Chriſt: And to declare the moſt rrifling 
Things to be true, with a ſolemn Yow, 
«pon their Faith, or, 72 their Salua- 
Zion, or, as God ſball ſave them, or 
Judge them; and to vent their Rage and 
Paſſion in horrible Oaths, by the Blood 
and the Wounds of the Son of God and 
the Redeemer of Men; the hearing of 
Which is enough to make any ſerious 
Chriſtian to tremble. All ſuch Oaths 
(s well as thoſe others by the Names 
of God and Chriſt, and of our Maker 
| and Redeemer) do carry in them a 
double Guilt. 1. The profaning of 
Things by common Uſe, which are ſanc- 
tified to a Religious Uſe ; and which, 
as they immediately relate to the great 
Buſinefs of another Life, do require 
our moſt ſerious Thoughts and Medi- 
tations, and ought never to be utter- 
ed in an idle or trifling Way. Werz 
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you, Swear not at all; neither by hea || 


dan Swearing. 14 
Guilt of raſh and vain Swearing, when 
Men are not called to it, and there 
is no real Occaſion for it, nor any 
good or wiſe Purpoſe ſeryed by it. 

- 4. For although the Swearing by 
Things that are holy is a great Aggra- 
vation of Guilt, as it adds Profaneneſs 
to the Sin of Swearing ; yet it is to be 
remembred, that all Vain Swearing, | 
by what Things ſoever, in Heaven or 
in Earth, is expreſly condemned and 
forbidden by our bleſſed Saviour, 
(Matt. v. 34, 35, 36, 37.) 1 ſay unto || 


ven, for it is God's throne ; nor by the | 
earth, for it 1s his footſtool ; vert er by | 


Feruſalem, for it is the city of the great 


King. Neither ſbalt thou ſwear by thy || 
— becanſe thou canſt not make ont | 
hair white or black. But let your com- 
wunication be, Tea, yea, Nay, nay; for 
whatſoever is more than theſe cometh i 
of evil. And in like manner, St. Famer: 
. v. 12.) Above all things, W 
et hren, ſwear not; neither by Heavens. | 
neither by the earth, neither by:any other 
oath ; but let your yea be yea, and your na 
nay, leſt you fall into Condemnation. 
A 6 Theſe: 1 
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Theſe are plain and poſitive Pre- 
cepts, which ought to be well conſt- 
dered and underſtood by the Vain- 
Swearers ; as directly forbidding that, 
which they (in Contempt of the Au- 
thority of our bleſſed Saviour and his 
Apoſtle) make their daily and hourly 
Practice. And the Things which they 
ought to know and obſerve concern- 
ing. them, are chiefly theſe. 1. That 
they were occaſioned by a miſtaken 
Opinion among the Jeu, that if they 
did not ſwear directly by God, it was 
no Sin to ſwear by his Creatures. And 
conſidering how common it is among 
Chriſtians, to ſwear- by the Heavens, 
by their Life, by their Soul, and by 
other Creatures of God, one would 
think they were of the ſame Opinion 
with the Zews, and had never heard 
of thoſe clear and direct Precepts of 
the Goſpel againſt it. 2. They are to 
obſerve the Reaſons, why our Saviour 
and his Apoſtle forbid this ſort of 
Swearing; both becauſe the Creatures 
of God are not in our Power to be uſcd 
by us otherwiſe than he has appointed, 
and becauſe the immediate Relation 
8 | which 
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Again Swearing. 73 
which they bear to God as their Crea- 
tor, makes the Swearing by them, in 
effect, a Swearing by God. 3. The 
common Swearer is more eſpecially 
concerned to obſerve the Cauſe, and 
the Conſequence, of this Sin : The 
Cauſe, in what our Saviour here tells 
him, that it cometh of Evil, (either of 


an evil Heart, void of all Reverence 7 


towards God, or of the evil one, that 
is, of the Devil.) The Conſequence, in 
what St. James adds, that it brings 
them into Condenmation. 4. Let him 
diligently attend to that moſt excel- 
lent Rule for the daily Converſation 
of a Chriſtian, Let your Communica- 
tion be yea, yea, and nay, nay; in 
your common Diſcourſe (of which our 
Saviour is ſpeaking) go no farther in 
enforcing what you ſay, than bare 
Affirmations and Denials. In Courts of 
Juſtice, and to ſerve any ſerious and | 
weighty Purpoſe, an Oath in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs may lawfully be taken; | 
but in ordinary Diſcourſe, what our 
Saviour Chriſt has here ſaid, muſt be 
the Rule of every Perſon who deſires | 
to maintain a Chriſtian Converſation. || 
| Sins Hitherto þ 
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14 A Private Admonition 
- Hitherto you have | ſeen the Sinfub 
neſs of common Swearing: And every 
Practice that is ſinful being a Tranſ- 
greſſion of ſome Law, I have ſhewn 
you that this is a Tranſgreſſion of a 
plain and poſitive Law, given by Jeu 
brit. And the more clear and ex- 
preſs this Law is, the greater is the 
Guilt of going on in an open Contempt 
of it. | | 55 
2. You ſhall now ſee the Aggrava- 
tions off Guilt, which render common 
Swearers more wicked and inexcuſa- 
ble than any other Sinners whatſo- 
ever. . 
One great Aggravation is, That 
there is no Temptation to Swearing: 
By the Commiſſion of moſt other Sins 
ſome natural Deſire or Inclination is 
fatisfied, or ſome preſent Intereſt is 
ſerved. But the common Swearer has 
nothing of this to plead in his Ex- 
cuſe : He cannot ſay, there is any 
thing in his Conſtitution that inclines 
him to Swearing, or that he feryes 
any worldy Purpoſe or Advantage by 
it; and therefore he ſins for the ſake 
rene 
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againſt wearing. 
God. Now, the leſs Temptation there 
is to commit any Sin, the Commiſſion 
of it becomes more inexcuſable, and a 
a higher Contempt of the Authority 
which has forbidden it; and ſince 
there is no Temptation at all to Vain» 
Swearing, it is in that reſpect more 
inexcuſable, and a greater Degree of | 
Peryerſeneſs, and a more obſtinate Con- 
tempt of God and his Laws, than moſt 
other Sins. ; A 
Another Aggrayation of the Guilt | 
of Common Swearing, is, the Fre» | 
quency of it; that it is repeated 
every Day, and every Hour, nay, 
almoſt every Minute, after it is | 
grown into a Habit. Oaths flow | 
from ſuch Men without Thinking, 
and are a conſtant and almoſt ne- 
ceſſary Part of their Mirth, Paſs 
fion, and Diſcourſe. Now, if eve- 
ry ſingle Act of Sin renders us guil- 
ty in the Sight of God; what a@ 
dreadful Degree of Guilt ' muſt reſt 
| upon the Soul of the common Swear. | 
er, who is perpetually adding to the | 
Account, and heaping up Wrath a- 


gainſt the Day o 
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is a nimble Member, which moves 
fwiftly, and, if ill- employed, multi- 
lies Sin apace: And as the nobleſt 
ork that belongs to it, is, to ſet 
forth the Praiſes of God on Earth, as 
the Saints and Angels do in Heaven; 
fo he who accuſtoms it to Oaths and 
Curſes, is daily preparing 'it for the 
Language of Hell. And the Time 
is coming (if he repent not) when he 
will have Cauſe to wiſh, a thouſand 
times over, that he had been born as 
dumb as the Beaſts that periſh, or, 
fince he was not, that he had periſhed 
like them. 

When you have read and conſi- 
dered this ſhort Account of the Hin- 
Fulneſs of Common Swearing, go on 
and reflect ſeriouſſy, in the next 
Place, 


II. Upon the great Folly of it. 
Conſider how Men fall at firſt into 
the Cuſtom of Swearing; that it is 
never taken up (as all wiſe Deſigns 
are) with Conſideration, or upon a 
Foreſight of any Benefit that is like 


to "Ute | from it; but is uſually owing 
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to profane Company, and ſuffered to 
grow into a Habit through a ſupine 
careleſs Humour, for want. of think- 
ing what is right or wrong, lawful 
or. unlawful, wife or . fooliſh. And 
no Praftice can be more unreaſonable, 
than that which is owing purely to 
the Want of Thought, and which Men 
neyer could fall into if they would 
think; that is, if they would make 


uſe of their Reaſon, and ſhew them- | 


ſelves Men. 
Accordingly, we ſee this Sin reigns 


moſt when Men are leaſt themſelves, . 


in Times of Rage, and Paſſion, and 
Drunkenneſs ; when their Reaſon is 
gone, and they are indeed no longer 
Men. Nay, ſome are never + guilty 
of . Swearing, but in thoſe: ſhort Sea- 
ſons of Madneſs; being able at all 
other Times to ſee the Folly of it, 
and to comply with their Judgment 
and Conſcience in abſtaining from it. 
Which would make the Common 
Swearer aſhamed, to ſee that he is 
doing , that all Day long, which others 
(and they none of the moſt innocent) 
never will do but in a Fit of we 
ne 


againſt Swearing. 17 


26 A Private Admonition 

neſs. And theſe laſt do ſo far well, 
to abſtain from it at all other Times; 
but their Fault is, that at thoſe Times 
they are apt to excuſe it, and ſcarce 
allow it to be a Sin, becauſe (they 
fay) they are not themſelves. Where- 
as, if they would reaſon truly, and 
like Chriſtians, it muſt be thus; 
That ſince Rage and Paſſion, and 
Drunkenneſs, are very ſinful, and to 
be avoided by every Chriſtian, though 
they be ſingle and alone; they in 
whom they are generally accompa- 
nied with Swearing, are bound to 
double Diligence in avoiding them, 
becauſe they know they uſually bring 
with them a double Guilt z namely, 
their own, and that of Vain-Swear- 
| One Sin can neyer be a juſt 
Excuſe for another; but it is a good 
Reaſon why Men ſhould increaſe 
their Care and Watchfulneſs againſt 
one Sin, when they know it ulually 
brings another with it. 

But though theſe Fits of Madneſs, 
into Which Men caſt themſelves, were 
any Excuſe for Swearing (as they arc 
certainly none) yet the common and 
5. habitual 
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.. againſt Swearmg. 19 
habitual. Swearer would have no Right 
to plead them. For however they may 
make his Oaths more dreadful and 
more horrible than at other Times, yet 
when theſe Heats are over, his Courſe 
of Swearing and Profaneneſs goes on; 
and he is ſo far from ſeeking Excuſes, 
and endeavouring to charge it upon 
paſſion or Drunkenneſs, that he ſeems 
to approve and chuſe it, as adding a 
Grace, or Credit, or Authority, to his 
Diſcourſe. | | 

But what Gracefulneſs can there 
be in a Language, which none uſe 
put the wild, unthiaking, profligate 
Part of Mankind; and which gives 
great Offence and Uneaſineſs to eve- 
iy ſober and good Man; and, I may 
add, a Language. which is no where 
ſo common as among the meaner Sort, 
and in the moſt unpoliſhed Converſa- 
tion? | | 11 | 
And as to the gaining Credit or 
Belief to what he ſays; it were well 
if he would at leaſt refrain from 
Oaths, till his Credit is called in 
Queſtion ; But where Swearing is 
grown into a Habit, it breaks out 
7 equally 
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equally upon any Occaſion, or no 
Occaſion ; and in Caſes where thete 
is moſt Occaſion, that is, When they 
cannot eaſily make themſelves beliey- 
ed, it ſtands them in no ſtead ; be- 
cauſe none will believe him the more 
for Swearing, who is known to have 
loſt all Reverence for an Oath. The 1 
bare Word of a ſober ſerious Man has i © 
far more Weight than a thouſand Oaths 
of the common Swearer. f 
Nor is he leſs miſtaken, - when he IId 
ſuppoſes that bold and outrageous Il *® 
Sweating adds to his Authority, and I th 
makes him appear brave and terrible o 
in the Eyes of his Inferiors. It is 
true, Rage and Fury are the uſual th 
Fore-runners of Violence, and theſe H 
force Obedience for the Time; but 
as Violence makes him inwardly th 
hated by his Servants, ' ſo Swearing !“ 
makes him- pitied and deſpiſed by A 
them, and both together make him 8 
accounted little better than a Mad- P 
man by all about him. The only true 0 
way to be ſure of Duty and Reſpect I ': 
from Inferiors, is Calmneſs and De-“ 
cency in the Commands and Admo- BF : 
Nenn nitions 
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nitions of the Supertors. And while 
Men fancy they ſhew the greater 
Courage and Bravery, the more fre- 
quent and Harrible their Oaths are; 
they . ſhould | conſider what wretched 
Courage that muſt be, which conſiſts 
in provoking and defying Almighty 

Cod. 1 ; 1 Fa 98 
n For this is the Folly above all Fol- 

Is; that though Men know the 
\e Judgments which God has denounced 
1s © #gainſt this Sin, and what will be 
qd the Portion of profane and common 
le Swearers; they will yet go on, ſo per- 
is Nerſely and obſtinately, to pull down 
à the Divine Vengeance upon their own 
ſe Heads. n. 4000 
it Lou cannot but know how expreſly 
ly he Scripture declares, that God will 
gt bold him guilileſs that taketh his 
Name in vain, (Exod. xx. 7.) that the 
min of Vain-Swearing proceeds in a 
d- particular manner from an evil Heart, 
1e Nor the evil one, that is, the Devil (Mat. 
al” 37.) and that it brings Men into 
c- © condemnation, (Jam. v. 12.) W 
-f you knew theſe Things, why - | 
ns would you ſuffer your ſelf, all ay: | 
* While 
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While, to be led by a fooliſh Habit 
and an unreaſonable Humour, to defy 
God, and deſtroy your own Soul! 
If you did not know or conſider them 
before, lay them ſeriouſly to heart 
now; and as you defire the Favour 
of God, and the Salvation of your 
Soul, continue no longer in a Practice 
which you know will deprive you of 
both. Believe me, it is a Warning of 
too great Moment to be lighted ; and 
therefore read and mark diligently 
what I have here drawn up, to con- 
vince you of the Sinfulneſs, the Folly, 
and the Danger,. of Vain-Swearing : 
And, refleQting at the ſame Time how 
long you have lived in this Courſe, and 
what a dreadful Number of Oaths you 
have already to account for, humble 
yourſelf in the Sight of God, and car- 
neſtly bewail the Profaneneſs of your 
Life. Attone for what is paſt, by a 
hearty Sorrow and Repentance, and 
ſatisfy yourſelf that your Repentance 


| is ſincere, by entering into the firmeſt 


Reſolution, that from henceforth your 


| Converſation ſhall be ſuch as becomes 


abe Gaſpel of Chriſt, And, temember- 


err . 


againſt Swearmgo ' 23 
ing how difficult a Thing it is to go- 
vern a Tongue that is accuſtomed: to 
Swearing, from which Oaths ſlide un- 
awarcs ;. firſt, pray to God that he 
will enable you to /er a watch before 
your mouth, and keep the door of your 
lips; and then requeſt of thoſe with 
whom you moſt frequently converſe, 
that they will be your Monitors, if 
at any time you happen to forget 
yourſelf. | 
By theſe means, you will be hap- 
pily delivered out of a Courſe of 
„great Sin and Folly, and of infinite 
Danger to Body and Soul. And if 
„ *his Admonition prove the firſt Occa- 
4 ſion of your Deliverance (as I hope, 
u b the Bleſſing of God, it will) praiſe 
e and adore the Goodneſs of his Provis. 
* dence, who hath not ſuffered you to 
80 on ſecurely in your Sin; and make 
2 Purſelf the Inſtrument of his Glory, 
by endeayouring to reclaim others 
1 from the ſame unhappy Courſe; which 
Is the moſt proper Satisfaction you can 
make to God for your former Pro- 
ſineneſs. 


7 f 


Leu. 


24 A Private Admonition, &c. 

You cannot think, that I have any 
other Motive in ſending this, beſides 
my own Duty, and your Good. It is 
2 Satisfaction to me, to have gone thus 
far in Diſcharge of my Duty, as a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, and your Spiritual 
- Paſtor; but it will be a much greater 
Comfort, to find that this Admonition 
proves effefFual upon you. And that 
God, who warketh in us all both to 
will and to do, will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to make it effectual, is the 
. Prayer of 


Tour 7 loving and 
affettionate Friend 
and Fa 


— 
f ADFERTISEMENT. 
F HE Sacrament of the Lord's Supper explain- 
ed; or, the Things to be 1 a — done to 
make a worthy Communicant. With ſuitable 
Prayers and Meditations.” 
amily ' Devotion: Or, An Exhortation to 
Morning and Evening Prayer in Families. 
OD Advice x — that have been Sick ; 
ti be put into their Hands as ſoon as they are reco- 
vered, With a Thankſgiving for Recovery. 
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